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W
hen talking 
to most high school 
seniors, items on their 
“applying to college” 
checklist typically don’t include 
cheating on standardized tests or 

faking a sports photo in order to bolster their 
application; therefore, guaranteeing them a spot. 
However, this was the sinister truth for over 50 
of Hollywood’s rich and famous implicated in 
the now infamous college admissions scandal, 
given the code name “Operation Varsity Blues” 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

Net!ix turned the scandal into a Net!ix 
original "lm Operation Varsity Blues: #e 

College Admissions Scandal 
released in spring of this year. 

#e R rated documentary runs 
for 80 minutes and stars Matthew 
Modine (Full Metal Jacket, 
Cutthroat Island, #e Dark 
Knight, 47 Meters Down) as the 

main attraction and mastermind of 
the entire operation, Rick Singer. As the 

ending credits rolled across the screen, I 
was shocked the "lm was over. I expected 

it to be longer, with more interviews with 
people indicted in the scheme. #is element 
would have made a captivating "lm even more 
attention grabbing. 

Part of this captivation was the way Modine 
depicted the intense, nervous energy that real 
life Singer possessed. Another pleasant surprise 
was the stark similarities in appearance between 
Modine and Singer. It made the actor portrayal 
of real situations in the "lm seem even more 
authentic, as if I was watching them as they 

actually unfolded.
Live interview and media footage 

is expertly intermixed with alluring 
actor portrayal as the story of 
Singer’s operation unfolds. #e "lm 

depicts how he convinced numerous 
adults that his so-called  “side door” 

way of getting their children 
into top U.S. colleges was 
morally acceptable, all the 
while making their wallets 

hundreds of thousands of dollars 
lighter. 

Investigative depth of the 
scandal is re!ected throughout 
the entire plot due to exquisite 
work on the script and by director 
and writer Chris Smith and Jon 
Karmen respectively, both of 
whom worked on the Net!ix 
series Tiger King. It was obvious 

Smith coached every actor through the 
portrayal of their character to continue the 
anxious, on-edge motif that carried through 
the atmosphere of every scene. Even those not 
typically into documentaries will appreciate the 
incredible attention to detail that was put into 
this "lm kept me on the edge of my seat the 
entire time. 

One element of this detail includes the 
resources Karmen used to write the script. A 
disclaimer at the beginning of the "lm informs 
viewers that every single conversation between 
Singer and his clients actually happened, 

as the U.S. government released transcripts 
of wiretaps FBI agents recorded on Singer’s 
phone. Karmen then used these transcripts 
when writing the script-an element that had 
not been available would have eradicated the 
feeling of authenticity at the heart of the "lm. 

S
mith told Time magazine that his goal in 
making the "lm was to document elements 
of the case that may have been swept under 
the rug, or not headlined in news coverage. 

#e way Modine is able to capture the essence 
of Singer’s personality. When talking with one 
client on the phone, Singer says, “You know this 
isn’t a TJ Maxx or Marshalls.” It became clear 
from this interaction that Singer is a serious, no 
nonsense guy -- a narrative that continues well 
into the "lm.

What really makes this documentary 
sensational is the endless number of interviews 
conducted to provide insight about every part of 
this elaborate scheme. Former clients of Singer, 
college counselors, and federal prosecutors 
being just a few in a long list of sources. 

#e documentary really does an exquisite 
job of examining and uncovering every single 
aspect of the scandal. For example, speaking 
with di$erent college admissions advisors about 
their thoughts on Singer’s manipulation, to 
speaking to some key people in his life like his 
business partner and almost-girlfriend, as well 
as the sailing coach at Stanford who accepted 
bribes from Singer in exchange for spots on the 
teams for his clients. 

Well-sourced interviews reveal a deeper 
picture than that painted by the national media. 
While the "lm shines a light on how much 
power college athletic admissions directors 
really have, it also opens up the conversation 
into rich privilege. Footage from students 
applying to college reveals how selective the 
college admissions process has become, with 
many of them mentioning the decreasing 
percentages of students getting accepted into 
prestigious schools like Ivy Leagues.

As a graduating senior going into college, 
th i s  was  an eye  opening s tory.  Having 
gone through the college admissions 
process, it blows me away the lengths some 
parents with money burning a hole in 
their pocket will go to. #e narrative told in 
this "lm shows the dark side of the often 
coveted American dream-esque college 
education and sheds light on the back 
stairway wealthy families have at their 
disposal.•
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